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ADVOCACY IN ACTION

2025 Advocacy in Action:

MEASURABLE IMPACT

supported with direct
advocacy and technical
expertise

‘I ‘I state
components

awarded $50,000-plus in
advocacy grants

with
members of Congress
and Capitol Hill staff

41 advocacy
letters

to Congress, federal
agencies, and payers

with CMS and private
insurers

representing

on behalf APMAPAC nationwide

of podiatric physicians
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to 54 podiatry-friendly
candidates and
leadership PACs

to advance podiatry’s
political influence

5,489

messages

sent by podiatrists to
Congress through APMA's
eAdvocacy Center




ADVOCACY IN ACTION

What APMA Advocacy

DELIVERED FOR YOU

APMA advocacy secured
higher Medicare
payments for podiatric
physicians in 2026.

Improved
Payment for

Podiatric
Surgery
CMS adopted increased

RVUs for great toe
arthrodesis procedures.

Physician
Status Affirmed

Optum reversed
course and recognized
podiatrists as
independently licensed
physicians.

Parity in
DEA MATE
Training
Authority

Podiatry achieved parity
in providing mandatory
substance use disorder

training.

Modernized
Scope of
Practice in
New York

New York enacted a
modernized scope of
practice aligned with
podiatric training.

Tax relief for podiatry

practices was protected.
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ADVOCACY IN ACTION

STRATEGIC GOAL »

Lead Efforts to Advance Parity
and Modernize Scope of Practice

APMA is working to ensure that podiatrists are recognized and permitted to
practice to the full extent of their education and training, in accordance with

all applicable laws and regulations. Here
are highlights of our work, including
collaborating with state component
associations.

Advocacy Wins!

(g) OPTUM RESCINDS ITS
MISCLASSIFICATION OF PODIATRISTS

In response to APMA's coordinated advocacy,
Optum reversed its decision to reclassify
podiatrists and affirmed that podiatrists

are independently licensed physicians with
specialized education and training. This
change reaffirms the vital role podiatrists play
in improving clinical outcomes and caring

for patients. APMA is proud to have led this
collective effort and thanks state components,
societies, members, and other stakeholders for
their strong, sustained advocacy on behalf of
the profession and patients.

? DEA MATE FIX
Congress passed HR 2483, the SUPPORT

Act. As a direct result of APMA's advocacy, the
legislation included a technical fix to the DEA
MATE Act, which allows podiatry organizations
to provide mandatory training on the treatment
and management of patients with substance
use disorders.

(?) NEW YORK ENACTS MODERNIZED
SCOPE OF PRACTICE LAW

New York enacted a modernized scope of
practice law for podiatric physicians—an
important milestone that reflects years of
sustained advocacy by NYSPMA leadership and
members. The law aligns statutory authority
with podiatric education and residency training,
ensuring podiatrists can continue to practice
at the top of their license. APMA congratulates
NYSPMA on this tremendous achievement and
is proud to have supported the effort. Wins like
this underscore the value of APMA and state
component membership in advancing the
profession and protecting patient access to
high-quality foot and ankle care.

2 APMA ADVOCACY IMPACT REPORT | 2025 ANNUAL UPDATE



ADVOCACY IN ACTION

State by State Highlights

DC: Supported the DC MISSISSIPPI: Collaborated RHODE ISLAND: Advised

Podiatric Medical Association’s with the Mississippi Podiatric and provided resources to

lobby day to educate DC Medical Association to Rhode Island Podiatric Medical

oolicymakers on the podiatric modernize scope of practice Association leadership in

medical profession. legislation that would allow response to legislation that
podiatrists to treat the foot would allow nurses to provide
and ankle. foot care in the home.

MASSACHUSETTS: Urged the
TEXAS: Supported Texas

Massachusetts Legislature to NEVADA: Stopped the Nevada .

modernize the podiatric state legislature from merging mfer.nbers on HQSP'tal

scope of practice statute to the podiatry board into a Prmleges. Prowo!ed a template
include treatment of the ankle.  consolidated allied health history and physical letter to
Working with Massachusetts board. help podiatrists secure hospital
Foot and Ankle Society to H&P privileges.

increase support for their bill
from national stakeholder
groups.

UNITED STATES:

Actively supported the VA
CPE Modernization Act (HR 657).

This bill would reimburse Veterans'
Administration podiatrists for continuing
medical education, as is done for MD/DOs.
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ADVOCACY IN ACTION

On-Call Reimbursement Advocacy

Equipped Collected Educated Adopted a
members with 1,300-plus state leaders new APMA

data, policy survey and shared position
glﬂdance, responses best practices statement

and tOO'.S to strengthen nationwide. and launched an

for hospital on-call on-call advocacy
discussions. compensation toolkit at
advocacy. www.apma.org/
OnCall.

2025 State
Advocacy Forum

Podiatry leaders from across
the country gathered in
Boston for APMA’s 2025
State Advocacy Forum.
Nearly 60 leaders from more
than 30 states collaborated
on strategies to advance
scope of practice, interstate
licensure compact, and
payer advocacy. The forum
strengthened alignment
between state components
and APMA, building
momentum for coordinated
advocacy nationwide.

® APMA Leadership Engagement
Q APMA President Brooke Bisbee, DPM, forcefully defended the
profession in response to an AAOS editorial, directly correcting
.’ false and misleading claims. Dr. Bisbee and APMA CEO Meghan
McClelland, MBA, also engaged leaders of the AMA board at the
- . AMA Interim House of Delegates to address misinformation and

strengthen collaboration between our organizations.
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ADVOCACY IN ACTION

STRATEGIC GOAL >

Ensure Fair Reimbursement &
Financial Security

APMA advocates to ensure fair and
sustainable payment rates for services Participated Signed on to

by provided by podiatrists. in the joint letters to
AMA National Congress with

Advocacy 90+ health-
Conference. care societies.

Medicare Payment Reform

Physician payment has declined over 30 percent
since 2001 when adjusted for practice cost
inflation, also known as the Medicare Economic Advocatediwith
I A ing Medi hysici t .
ndex _dvancmg edllcare_p ysmar_‘\ paymen 75+ medical
reform is one of APMA'’s primary legislative : L

priorities. APMA urges Congress to implement speC|alty S_OCIe_tIeS \
structural reforms to the Medicare payment for payment fixes in the

system, including the establishment of an annual
inflation adjustment for physicians.

One Big Beautiful Bill
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ADVOCACY IN ACTION

APMA led a sign-on letter
with 42 other state and
national podiatric medical
societies urging Congress
to preserve and protect
Medicare and Medicaid
patient access to podiatric

physicians in the One Big Advocacy Winl

Beautiful Bill.

(9) 4-PERCENT-PLUS MEDICARE PAYMENT
INCREASE FOR 2026

APMA advocacy helped secure a 2.5-percent statutory
Medicare physician payment increase and favorable CMS
payment updates, resulting in an estimated total Medicare
payment increase of more than 4 percent for podiatrists
in 2026. Impact will vary based on service location and
practice mix.

®

apma M marit

The 2025 APMA-Marit Compensation
Report is now available!

The report includes compensation insights from more than 1,300
of your peers, making it the most comprehensive data on podiatry
salary, benefits, and more. Members can access the full report at
www.apma.org/compensationreport.
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ADVOCACY IN ACTION

APMA at the Table

» APMA was invited by the
GOP Doctors Caucus to
participate in a Medicare
payment reform roundtable,
where congressional staff
sought APMA’s feedback and
support on draft legislation
to fix the Medicare
physician payment system—
underscoring APMA's role as
a trusted voice for podiatric
physicians.

» APMA is actively fighting to
protect podiatrists from CMS's
“efficiency” adjustment policy.
As the only non-MD/DO
physician organization invited
to join an American College
of Surgeons—led coalition,
APMA is elevating podiatry’s
voice by pressing Congress
directly, sending a joint letter,
and meeting with lawmakers
and their staff to stop the
policy from moving forward.

e

0o % o
Coue])
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ADVOCACY IN ACTION

VALUATION OF
BOTH GREAT TOE
ARTHRODESIS CODES

APMA advocacy led CMS

to adopt work RVUs for

CPT 28750 and CPT 28755,
improving reimbursement

for great toe arthrodesis
procedures. These increases
reflect the true work of
podiatric surgeons and
strengthen reimbursement for
the care you provide.

MORE FLEXIBILITY
AND STABILITY IN
MIPS REPORTING

APMA advocacy helped secure
a new Podiatry MIPS Value
Pathway, giving members a
more focused and flexible
quality reporting option.
CMS will also maintain the
MIPS performance threshold
at 75 points through 2028,
providing greater stability.
While streamlining MIPS for
members, APMA continues
to push for a comprehensive
overhaul of the program.
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SKIN SUBSTITUTE
PAYMENT POLICY

CMS finalized a new skin
substitute payment policy
over APMA objections. While
APMA supports thoughtful
payment reform, it raised
concerns with the agency
that this policy could create
unintended consequences
for patient access to care.
APMA has created resources
to help members understand
this policy at www.apma.org/
skinsubstitutes.



ADVOCACY IN ACTION

Addressing Administrative
Burdens and Onerous
Payer Policies

While physician payment continues to decrease, administrative burdens from
CMS and private payers continue to increase. APMA is fighting to end these
onerous requirements for its members.

Reducing Onerous Burdens
in the Therapeutic Shoes for
Patients with Diabetes Program

APMA is leading a major effort to reduce
documentation burdens for Medicare
therapeutic shoes. APMA met with CMS,
engaged Congress, and led a coalition letter
with 17 medical associations and patient groups
urging the DME MACs to simplify requirements.
These actions aim to cut red tape and help
members deliver timely, medically necessary
care to patients with diabetes.

Modifier Advocacy

APMA took targeted action to address payer
denials related to modifier 59, routine foot
care, and modifier 25. Efforts included direct

engagement with Blue Cross Blue Shield
plans, Aetna, and other payers; promotion of
state legislation to counter modifier 25
payment reductions; and updates to APMA's
Modifier 25 Toolkit with new resources
available at www.apma.org/25Modifier.
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ADVOCACY IN ACTION

Prior Authorization

APMA has intensified its advocacy on prior
authorization by engaging Congress, CMS, and
payers to reduce delays, protect patient access,
and curb unnecessary administrative burdens
for podiatric physicians.

» APMA joined the Regulatory Relief Coalition,
a group of physician specialty organizations
advocating for reduced payer regulatory
burden. APMA is the first non-MD/DO
physician society invited to participate.

» As a result of APMA’'s advocacy, the Improving
Seniors’ Timely Access to Care Act (HR 3514 /
S 1816) is gaining momentum, with a majority
of House and Senate members now
cosponsoring the legislation. The bill would
streamline the time-consuming prior
authorization process in the Medicare
Advantage program.

» APMA led early opposition to the CMS WISeR
model by engaging CMS, endorsing the
Seniors Deserve SMARTER Care Act (HR 5940/
S 3480), and securing the removal of CPT®
11042 from the WISeR Operational Guide to
protect access to wound care. APMA
continues to fight expanded prior
authorization in Medicare and to reduce
administrative burdens for members.

» APMA developed a resource for members
at www.apma.org/wiser.

CAC & PIAC

APMA convened its 25th Annual CAC-PIAC Meeting, bringing together
national experts to address Medicare, private insurance, compliance, and
advocacy challenges while equipping state representatives with updated
tools to navigate an evolving payer landscape and advance effective

advocacy.

Key Payer Engagement

MEDICARE COVERAGE

Opposed restrictive MAC LCDs on peripheral
nerve blocks, urged removal of lifetime limits for
Morton's neuroma injections, and advocated for
coverage for tibial nerve injections at the tarsal
tunnel; led a multi-specialty sign-on letter with
Six organizations.

COMMERCIAL PAYERS

Engaged Aetna and Cigna on downcoding
policies and led efforts calling on Cigna to
retract its inappropriate modifier 50 policy.

LY
I
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ADVOCACY IN ACTION

STRATEGIC GOAL >

Ensure Continuity for a
Strong Podiatry Workforce

APMA is leading efforts for policy and
funding for educational programs to
recruit, retain, and grow the podiatric
workforce.

Student Recruitment

» Discover Podiatry campaign launched
in collaboration with the Foundation
for Podiatric Education and other
stakeholders. °

> APMA provided $400,000 00

financial support for this '.‘

student recruitment campaign.

Protecting Student Access
to Loans

» Partnered with AACPM and APMSA on a Empowerlng
grassroots campaign opposing harmful Students to Advocate
student loan proposals in the budget for Podiatry

reconciliation bill.

APMA leaders engaged podiatric
students during Student Advocacy
Days hosted by APMSA at the New
York College of Podiatric Medicine and

» Signed joint letters with over 100 health-care
and medical organizations urging the Senate
to protect graduate student loan access.

> Endorsed the Resident Education Deferred Western University College of Podiatric
Interest (REDI) Act (HR 2028 / S 942), Medicine, highlighting the importance
legislation aimed at reducing medical school of advocating for the profession at the
debt, and launched an eAdvocacy campaign national and state level. These efforts
urging podiatric students and physicians to help build the next generation of
press Congress for its passage. informed advocates for the profession.
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ADVOCACY IN ACTION

STRATEGIC GOAL >

Public Promotion of Podiatry

APMA Legislative Conference

Nearly 100 podiatrists took part in the 2025 Legislative
Conference. Participants spent the first day of the conference
preparing for congressional visits and hearing from influential
congressional staff. On day two, we took to the Hill, advocating for
the profession and sharing the value of care podiatrists provide to
their patients and the US health-care system.

APMA Leadership Hill Day

To finish the year strong, members of the APMA Board of
Trustees and Emerging Leaders Program traveled to Capitol
Hill for Diabetes Awareness Month and met members of
Congress and their staff to educate them about podiatry and
issues critical to patient care.

APMAPAC also hosted events with Congressional champions
Rep. John Joyce, MD (R-PA), Rep. Darren Soto (D-FL), and
Sen. Lisa Blunt Rochester (D-DE). Attendees discussed

the crucial role of podiatrists in treating lower extremity
complications for patients with diabetes.
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ADVOCACY IN ACTION

Visit www.apma.org/
eAdvocacy and write
to Congress!

Engaging with
Legislators

APMA members hosted
lawmakers at their practices
to educate about the issues
most impacting podiatry.

Political Action

Because of the generous support of more than 1,200 contributors:

APMAPAC raised APMA POP raised More than

$221,917 ® $123,662 & $345,500

to support APMA political

and grassroots activities

Over the past year, APMAPAC

participated in more than 83 events EFFE| Learn more with
that benefited candidates and '"".:é the 2025 ANNUAL
leadership PACs to advance podiatry Of o APMAPAC Report.

advocacy and policy goals.
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apma- | #PAC

Promoting Professional Excellence and Patient Advocacy

PURPOSE: The American Podiatric Medical Association Political
Action Committee’s purpose is to raise and disburse funds to
candidates for federal office who support the legislative

priorities and goals of the podiatric medical profession.

IMPORTANT: These are suggested amounts. You may contribute or not contribute without concern of
being favored or disadvantaged. Occupation/Employer information is required for aggregate annual
contributions of more than $200.00 by the Federal Election Campaign Act. Federal election law does
not permit corporate contributions to be used for donations to candidates for federal office. Political
contributions are not deductible for income tax purposes.

www.apma.org/eAdvocacy

#WeAreAPMA | #APMAAdvocates
Be a Podiatric Advocate!

Chad Appel, JD, CAE, Vice President, Advocacy

Ben Melano, MPP, MBA, Director, Government Affairs

Gail Reese, JD, Director, Health Policy & Practice

Sabah Bhatnagar, MPAP, Senior Analyst, State Affairs & Policy
Davis Kaderli, MPP, Senior Analyst, Government Affairs & Advocacy
Anita Elder, Associate, Advocacy Operations

Advocacy@apma.org

March 16-17, 2026 | Washington, DC

Register at www.apma.org/legconf.



